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Abbreviations and acronyms

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against WWomen
CSE Comprehensive Sexuality Education

DALY Disability-Adjusted Life Year

DHS Demographic and Health Survey, USAID

FAO The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FSM Federated States of Micronesia

FGM/C Female Genital Mutlitation/Cutting

GBD Global Burden of Disease

GBV Genderbased Violence

GPIA Adjusted Gender Parity Index

GSHS Global School-based Student Health Survey

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HPV Human Papilloma Virus

IHME Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (Global Burden of Disease)
ILO International Labour Organization

IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union

ITU International Telecommunication Union

LMIC Low and Middle-Income Countries

MICS Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys, UNICEF

MSM Men who have Sex with Men

NCD Non-Communicable Disease

NEET Not in Education, Employment, or Training

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

sowc State of the World's Children, UNICEF

SRH Sexual and Reproductive Health

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics

STI Sexual Transmitted Infection

UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

UN IGME United Nations Interagency Group for Child Mortality Estimation
UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS

UNCRC United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UNPD United Nations Population Division, Department of Economics and Social Affairs (DESA)
UNSD United Nations Statistics Division

WB World Bank

WHO World Health Organization

WHO GHO World Health Organization Global Health Observatory

WHO/UNICEF JMP The Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene
WLII World Legal Information Institute
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Glossary and definition of key terms

Term

Adolescents
(10-19 years)

Definition

Persons between the ages of 10-19 years in the phase known

as adolescence, which is a key developmental stage between
childhood and adulthood. Adolescence involves transitions in
neurocognitive (brain) function, sexual maturation and physical
changes in muscle mass and body composition, social role transitions
(including formation of new relationships, transitions from school

to employment and financial independence) and identity formation,
including sexual orientation and gender identity.

Source

UNICEFR
WHO

Children
(<18 years)

Below the age of eighteen years unless relevant law stipulates that
majority (adulthood) is attained earlier.

Given the inclusion of adolescents in this report, the term ‘child’ is
more commonly used to refer to those below the age of 10 years.

UNCRC

Cisgender

Gender identity and/or gender expression is aligned with the assigned
sex at birth.

UNESCO

DALY

Disability Adjusted Life Years are the years of healthy life lost within a
population. DALYs are the sum of years lost due to premature death
and years lived with disability.

IHME, WHO

Discrimination

The exclusion or unfair treatment of a person/group of people
based on different traits such as sex, class, gender identity, sexual
orientation, religion or ethnicity.

UNESCO

Discrimination
against girls and

women

Discrimination against girls and women means directly or indirectly
treating girls and women differently from boys and men in a way
which prevents them from enjoying their rights. Direct discrimination
is more obvious, for example, in some countries women cannot
legally own property; or they are forbidden by law to take certain
jobs. Indirect discrimination refers to situations that may appear to
be unbiased but result in unequal treatment of girls and women. For
example, a job for a police officer may have minimum height and
weight criteria, which women may find difficult to fulfil and prevents
them from becoming police officers.

UN Women

Empowerment

Empowerment involves gaining power and control over one’s own
life. Empowerment of women and girls involves awareness-raising,
building self-confidence, expansion of choices, increased access to
and control over resources and actions to transform the structures
and institutions which reinforce and perpetuate gender discrimination
and inequality.

UN Women

-
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Gender

Gender refers to the roles, behaviours, activities, and attributes UN Women
that a given society at a given time considers appropriate for men

and women. In addition to the social attributes and opportunities

associated with being male and female, and the relationships

between women and men and girls and boys, gender also refers

to the relations between women and those between men. These

attributes, opportunities and relationships are socially constructed,

learned through socialisation and are context/time-specific and

changeable. Gender determines what is expected, allowed and

valued in a woman or a man in a given context.

Gender-based

violence

Gender-based violence (GBV) is an umbrella term for any harmful UNESCO
act that is perpetrated against a person’s will and that is based on

socially ascribed (gender) differences between females and males.

The nature and extent of specific types of GBV vary across cultures,

countries and regions. Examples include sexual violence, including

sexual exploitation/abuse and forced prostitution; domestic violence;

trafficking; forced/early marriage; harmful traditional practices such as

female genital mutilation; honour killings; and widow inheritance.

Gender
discrimination

Any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of CEDAW
sex, which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the

recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective of their

marital status, on the basis of equality of men and women, of human

rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social,

cultural, civil or any other field.

Gender diversity

An umbrella term referring to those who do not conform to either UNESCO
of the binary gender definitions of male or female, as well as those
whose gender expression may differ from standard gender norms.

Gender equality

Gender equality refers to the equal rights, responsibilities and UN Women
opportunities of women and men and girls and boys. Equality does

not mean that women and men will become the same but that

women's and men'’s rights, responsibilities and opportunities will not

depend on whether they are born male or female.

Gender Equality
in Health

Women and men have equal conditions to realise their full rights and WHO
potential to be healthy, contribute to health development and benefit

from the results. Achieving gender equality will require specific

measures designed to support groups of people with limited access

to such goods and resources.

m-m
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Gender equity

The preferred terminology within the United Nations is gender UN Women
equality, rather than gender equity. Gender equity denotes an

element of interpretation of social justice, usually based on tradition,

custom, religion or culture, which is most often to the detriment

of women. Such use of equity, in relation to the advancement of

women, has been determined unacceptable. During the Beijing

conference in 1995, it was agreed that the term equality would be

utilised.
Gender How a person communicates one's gender to others including UNESCO
expression clothing, hairstyle, voice, behaviour and the use of pronouns.

Gender identity

How a person identifies as being a man, woman, transgender or UNESCO
third gender person. Unlike gender expression, gender identity is not
visible to others.

Gender norms

Gender norms are ideas about how men and women should be and UN Women
act. We internalise and learn these ‘rules’ early in life. This sets up a

life-cycle of gender socialisation and stereotyping. Put another way,

gender norms are the standards and expectations to which gender

identity generally conforms, within a range that defines a particular

society, culture and community at that point in time.

Gender parity

Gender parity is another term for equal representation of women UN Women
and men in a given area, for example, gender parity in organisational

leadership or higher education.

Gender roles

Social and behavioural norms which, within a specific culture, are UN Women
widely considered to be socially appropriate for individuals of a

specific sex.
Gender A process by which individuals develop, refine and learn to ‘do’ UNICEF
socialisation gender through internalising gender norms and roles as they interact

with key agents of socialisation, such as their family, social networks

and other social institutions.
Gender Gender stereotypes are simplistic generalisations about the gender UN Women
stereotypes attributes, differences and roles of women and men. Stereotypical

characteristics about men are that they are competitive, acquisitive,
autonomous, independent, confrontational and concerned about
private goods. Parallel stereotypes of women hold that they are
cooperative, nurturing, caring, connecting, group-oriented and
concerned about public goods. Stereotypes are often used to
justify gender discrimination more broadly and can be reflected and
reinforced by traditional and modern theories, laws and institutional
practices.

sl
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Improved Improved sanitation facilities at school are single-sex and usable WHO/
sanitation (available, functional and private) at the time of the survey. UNICEF
facilities at JMP
school
Modelled data Modelled data is based on the best available primary data and uses IHME
mathematical modelling to harmonise estimates and fill data gaps.
School-related Acts or threats of sexual, physical or psychological violence occurring UNESCO
gender-based in and around schools, perpetuated as a result of gender norms and
violence stereotypes and enforced by unequal power dynamics.
Sex The classification of people as male, female or intersex, assigned at UNESCO
birth, typically based on anatomy and biology.
Sex- Sex-disaggregated data is data that is cross-classified by sex, UN Women
disaggregated presenting information separately for men and women, boys and
data girls.
Sexual Sexual orientation refers to each person’s capacity for profound UN Women
orientation emotional, affectional and sexual attraction to, and intimate and
sexual relations with, individuals of a different sex/gender or the same
sex/gender or more than one sex/gender.
Stereotype A generalised or simplified idea about people based on one or more UNESCO
characteristics.
Sustainable Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of UN
development the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.
Third gender A person who identifies as being neither male nor female. Third UNESCO
gender is a legal identity in some countries.
Transgender An umbrella term for people whose gender identity or expression UNESCO
differs from the sex assigned at birth. Transgender identity is not
dependent on medical procedures. It includes, for example, people
assigned female at birth but who identify as a man (trans man) and
people assigned male at birth but who identify as a woman
(trans woman).
Youth Persons between the ages of 15 and 24 years, as defined by UNFPA. UN
(15-24 years)
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Executive
Summary

Gender inequality has been highlighted as

one of the most fundamental challenges to
sustainable development. \While efforts have
been made to understand how gender inequality
impacts on women, little is known about

how gender impacts on the wellbeing and
development of children and adolescents. This
is despite childhood and adolescence being where
gender inequalities first emerge, with these early
years of life also critical to shaping gender norms.

To help guide more effective and inclusive policy,
this report provides a comprehensive account
of how gender inequality impacts on the

lives of children and adolescents. This report
focuses on the Pacific, with other reports in the
series focusing on East and Southeast Asia, South
Asia and Central Asia. The report is intended for
policy makers, programmers and those working

in research, development and national statistics
offices.

The first of its kind, this report is framed around a
conceptual framework that includes six domains.
The first two domains focus on the context

in which gender inequality manifests and is
perpetuated. The remaining four domains relate
to how gender inequality impacts on health
and wellbeing at an individual level and in
particular, on children’s and adolescent’s outcomes
related to health; education and transition to
employment; protection; and safe environment.

x GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT

Over 100 indicators were defined across these
domains and subsequently populated with the
best available data.

This report focuses on quantitative measurement
of gender inequality, and as such, is dependent on
high quality data. There were numerous indicators
which could not be readily populated, including:
sexual and reproductive health of children aged
under 15 years, adolescent boys, and unmarried
adolescents; wellbeing of young people with
diverse gender identity and sexual orientation;
measures of menstrual health and hygiene;
prevalence of disability amongst children and
adolescents; and the individual-level impacts of
conflict, disaster and climate change, urbanisation
and food security. Data were also limited for some
Pacific countries, particularly the less populated
island states. There were however many indicators
with data available and these findings identify
some key areas of need and a baseline from which
progress can be measured.



Conceptual framework developed to guide
the quantitative analysis of gender equality
for children and adolescents
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DOMAIN 1

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CONTEXT

DOMAIN 2

INDICATORS OF GENDER INEQUALITY AT A
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OUTCOME DOMAINS

For children and adolescents, how gender impacts on
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DOMAIN 3

EDUCATION AND
HEALTH EMPLOYMENT

DOMAIN 5 DOMAIN 6

SAFE
PROTECTION ENVIRONMENT
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Context (Domains 1 and 2)

Gender Inequality Index

This region is rapidly developing, however the low- N

and middle-income countries of the Pacific vary

substantially in their levels of human development. 0.6 -1.0
Countries with a lower level of development (such

as Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands) are

generally at greater risk of gender inequality given

that socioeconomic poverty disproportionally affect

women and girls. Development, however, can
also be detrimental as urbanisation and migration
(in countries like Palau, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, and

Papua New
Guinea

Marshall Islands) has the potential to fragment 06-0.8

social supports and may increase women's work
burden, including domestic work and child care.

Available data suggest that children and

adolescents growing up in this region are exposed 0.4-06
to high levels of household, institutional and ’ )

Increasing gender inequality

societal gender inequality:

e For countries where data are available (Fiji and
Samoa) men earn more money than women.

e \Women are underrepresented in parliaments and
police forces across the region limiting legislative 02-04
and justice system responses for women and girls.

* Violence against women is a significant issue
in this region, with more than a third of married
women living in Kiribati, the Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu reporting intimate partner violence over a
12-month period.

mm
XI I GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT



In several countries, barriers to women's sexual
and reproductive health rights negatively impact
their health, wellbeing and bodily autonomy.
There are substantial legal restrictions on abortion
in most countries in this region. Many women
also do not have protection from marital rape.
Demand for contraception remains largely unmet
in countries where data are available. VWomen in
Nauru, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu also have
low levels of antenatal care.

Available data for the Gender Inequality Index (GlI)
show Papua New Guinea and Tonga to have high

rates of gender inequality that have not improved
much over time.

Collectively, these exposures adversely impact on
the wellbeing and development of children and
adolescents in the region, particularly so girls.

This disadvantage is likely reflected in the smaller
female population aged under 18 years - in all
countries there are fewer girls than there are boys.

There are fewer girls than boys in this region

For every 20 boys under the age of 18 years there are only 19 girls

JILTITITIIIITLNLY.
(IYITITYTVIVITITILL IS
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Available data demonstrated significant gender
inequalities in health outcomes for girls and boys in
this region:

e Throughout the Pacific, overweight and obesity
is more common among girls and thinness
is more common among boys. High rates of
anaemia are reported for females and males
across the region.

* Adolescent boys experience an excess burden
of suicide, injury and health risk behaviours, such
as tobacco smoking and binge drinking. Boys in
Kiribati are at particularly excess risk of suicide.

Health (Domain 3)

e Poor reproductive health for girls remains a
substantial issue in this region with high and
unshifting rates of adolescent pregnancy and
substantial unmet needs for contraception.
There are high rates of maternal mortality to
adolescent mothers, particularly in Papua New
Guinea.

For the most part, these differing health outcomes
for girls and boys are likely attributable to social
norms, roles and relations including harmful
masculine norms which support risk-taking and
discourage help-seeking, and imbalances in power
relations that negatively impact girls’ lack of
autonomy and self-determination.

More males die from suicide than females

u
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i i i 3 boys to 1 girl for Kiribati and Samoa

2 boys to 1 girl for the Federated States of
Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Vanuatu, Papua

New Guinea, Tonga and the Solomon Islands



Adolescent pregnancy rates remain high in many countries

Adolescent fertility rate (births per 1,000 15-19-year-olds)
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Available data demonstrate some important

inequalities in educational and employment

outcomes between girls and boys:

Boys are less likely to be in upper secondary
education than girls.

However, girls and women are more likely
than boys and men to not be in employment,
education or training (NEET) in adolescence
and early adulthood. This gender gap is likely
related to highly differentiated gender roles
that allocate unpaid domestic and care work to

women, and paid work to men.

-
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Education and employment (Domain 4)

Several countries, including the Marshall
Islands, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands have a very low proportion of improved
school sanitation facilities and this may be a
barrier to attendance for girls, particularly during
menstruation.

In summary, gains made in assuring equity

in school enrolment and completion have not

translated to gender equality in transition to

employment and further training. This has the

potential to undermine progress and entrench

women and girls in poverty and socioeconomic

disadvantage.

© UNICEF / Sokhin



Boys are less likely to be in upper
secondary school than girls

Secondary school aged children not in upper secondary school

IN SCHOOL NOT IN SCHOOL

BUT girls are less likely to be in post-school
employment, education or training

15-24-year-olds not in employment, education or training (NEET)
O 6 0 0 0 © i i i
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Protection (Domain b5)

Available data show that girls and boys in the Pacific These findings reflect not only a failure of protective
are not being adequately protected from violence, legislation and/or enforcement in the region but also
exploitation and abuse: harmful social and gender norms. They demonstrate

that for many, exposure to violence, exploitation and

e Child marriage remains common in this region, abuse occur from early childhood. This is likely to
particularly so in Solomon Islands and Vanuatu contribute to the harmful attitudes towards domestic
where more than one in five girls aged 20-24 violence and male-female relationships, internalised
years are married before 18 years of age. by adolescence.

e There is broad acceptance of violence against
women by young people in the region.

e Over 80% of children in Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu have experienced violent discipline.

e Adolescent boys are at much greater risk of

intentional homicide.

e High rates of bullying are common for boys
and girls.

e There are high rates of child labour in the
Solomon Islands, with slightly more girls exploited
than boys.

XVi ii GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT



Child marriage remains common
20-24-year-olds married by 18 years

AR0L00000

SOLOMON ISLANDS, VANUATU

L0000

SAMOA, TONGA

More boys die from homicide than girls

Homicide mortality 10-19-year-olds per 100,000

In some countries, 4 times
more boys die than girls

KIRIBATI, MARSHALL ISLANDS, SAMOA

-
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Data and indicators were most limited for this
domain, however available data did demonstrate
substantial gender inequality in the safety of
environments that girls and boys grow up in:

* Household air pollution causes substantial harm
for girls and boys in this region. Boys come to
greater harm in early childhood (likely due to
biological vulnerability).

* Improved sanitation facilities (essential for
menstrual health and hygiene) are only available
for around a quarter of schools in Marshall
Islands and Solomon Islands, and half in Papua
New Guinea.

¢ There are 25,000 international child migrants
across the region, half of these in Papua New
Guinea. Child migrants are slightly more likely
to be boys, potentially reflecting different
patterns of child labour.

*  Mobility is limited for many adolescent girls:
one in five married girls do not have freedom of
movement to visit friends and family.

* Adolescent boys’ increased traffic accident
mortality reflects gender norms that encourage
freedom, financial independence and risk taking
among boys but limit girls" mobility.

xx GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT

Safe environments (Domain 6)

The available data suggest substantial gender
inequality in the safety of environments that girls
and boys grow up in. Girls often have limited
mobility within their environments. In contrast,
boys are more mobile and independent, with
norms supportive of risk-taking placing them at
greater risk of harm.



Many schools have inadequate sanitation

Schools with improved sanitation facilities

27% 45% 76% 86% 100%
SOLOMON ISLANDS PAPUA NEW FIJI NAURU NIUE
MARSHALL ISLANDS GUINEA

COOK ISLANDS
: L ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ

Mobility is limited for many girls

1in 5 girls can't make decisions about visiting family or friends

o 00 4

Boys are more likely to die in road traffic
accidents than girls

Road traffic mortality, 10-19-year-olds, deaths per 100,000

Across the Pacific boys ‘ ‘
are at least twice more

likely to die from road
traffic accidents than girls.

-
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Key recommendations

This analysis provides the basis for four key recommendations:

Recommendation 1
Integrate priority gender indicators for children and adolescents
Into routine reporting

This analysis identified a key group of indicators where outcomes between girls and boys were substantially
different, and/or indicators that measured key dimensions of gender inequality in child wellbeing. These are
summarised in the Box R1. These indicators should be integrated into routine reporting, and given they are
harmonized with current data availability, these indicators can be readily populated using existing data collection.

Recommendation 2
Invest in gender data collection for children and
adolescents In priority areas

The review has also identified critical gaps in data relevant to priority topics for promoting gender equality.

2a
Invest in developing and promoting use of standard indicators
for priority topics

Additional investment is recommended to address data gaps in:

e wellbeing of children and adolescents with disability; e quality of education;
e sexual and reproductive health of adolescent boys, e wellbeing of young people with diverse gender
unmarried adolescent girls and boys, and girls and identity and sexual orientation; and
boys aged less than 15 years; e individual-level indicators relating to urbanisation,
e menstrual health and hygiene; conflict, disaster and climate change.

2b
Invest in collecting data against established indicators in areas
with data gaps

There were indicators for which no country in the region had data, or indicators for which only modelled data
were available (outlined in Box R2). These represent important areas for investment in primary data collection.
Further, for the majority of indicators in this report it was not possible to disaggregate data by urban/rural
status or ethnicity, two important determinants of gender inequality in this region. As such, efforts around data
collection should ensure that these indicators can be further disaggregated.

XXii GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT



BOX R1: RECOMMENDED PRIORITY GENDER INDICATORS

Girls currently disadvantaged

e Prevalence of anaemia for 10-14-yearolds (based on
WHQO age and sex specific haemoglobin thresholds)
(%), by sex (Indicator 3.09d).

e Prevalence of overweight and obesity among
10-19-year-olds (Indicator 3.11).

e Adolescent birth rate (births per 1,000 females)
among 15-19-year-olds (Indicator 3.20).

e H|V incidence among adolescents aged 15-19 years
(Indicator 3.22a) (particuarly in Papua New Guinea).

e Proportion of youth, aged 15-24 years, not in
education, employment or training (%), by sex
(Indicator 4.12).

e Proportion of youth (15-24 years) unemployed
(Indicator 4.13).

e |ntimate partner violence, physical and sexual
abuse (Indicators 5.11 = 5.13).

e Proportion of 20-24-yearolds who were married
before 15 years and before 18 years (Indicators
5.06a-b).

2¢c

Boys currently disadvantaged

e |njury-specific DALY rate among adolescents
10-19 years (Indicator 3.12¢).

¢ Prevalence of binge drinking and daily tobacco
smoking (Indicators 3.13, 3.14).

® Proportion out-of-school (disaggregated by
school level) (Indicator 4.03a-c).

e Mortality rate due to intentional homicide
among 10-19-yearolds (Indicator 5.15).

e Mortality rate due to road traffic accidents
among 10-19-yearolds (Indicator 6.07).

Other indicators that track critical
gender issues

e Underb5 mortality (Indicator 3.02) and infant
mortality (Indicator 5.03).

¢ Proportion of schools with basic sanitation
facilities (improved, single-sex and usable)
(Indicator 4.08).

e | egal age of consent to sex (heterosexual and
same-sex sexual relationships) (Indicators 5.07,
5.09) and marriage (Indicator 5.08).

Invest in data collection methodologies appropriate to
gender-diverse children and adolescents

There is a need to invest in developing sensitive and appropriate data collection strategies so as to be more

inclusive of young people with diverse gender identity and sexual orientation. This would help increase the

visibility of the experiences and needs of this vulnerable group of children and adolescents.

GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT
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Recommendation 3
Conduct additional research to understand observed gender
disparities for children and adolescents

The current review focused on understanding how gender equality impacts on the health and wellbeing of
children and adolescents across the region. The current review provides a cross-sectional snapshot using the
most recent data, and for some indicators, it may be beneficial to explore trends over time. This review also
used comparable data for countries so as to build a regional profile of gender. An extension of this work may
involve assembling country level profiles, drawing on the best available data at a country level. This may also
include the analysis of sub-national trends, likely to be of value to local programming.

Recommendation 4
Address key drivers of gender inequality in the region

The findings of this review indicate that the likely drivers of unequal outcomes for girls and boys in the

region include: binary and unequal gender roles; gendered division of labour and associated restrictions

on opportunities for both girls and boys; and norms around female passivity and compliance and male
independence and risk-taking. Further research will be invaluable to confirm and better understand how social
norms and gender inequality contribute to these differences for girls and boys and to develop strategies

moving forward.
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BOX R2: CRITICAL GAPS IN GENDER DATA
Indicators with no data available:
e |nadequate supervision (Indicator 3.07).

e Prevalence of stunting among children under 5 years
(Indicator 3.08).

e Adolescent girls” ability to refuse sex (Indicator 3.19).

e Secondary school attendance (Indicators 4.01b-c).
e School completion (Indicators 4.02a-c).

¢ Mobile phone ownership (Indicator 4.09).

e |nternet usage (Indicator 4.10).

® Access to mass media (Indicator 4.11).

e Proportion of adolescents subjected to violence
from an intimate partner in the previous 12 months
(Indicator 5.11).

e Forced sex (Indicator 5.12).

e Harassment and discrimination experienced by
young people with diverse gender identity and
sexual orientation (Indicators 5.17a-b).

e Prevalence of female genital mutilation/cutting
(FGM/C) (Indicator 5.18).

e Hazardous child labour (Indicator 5.21).

¢ Time spent on household chores per week
(Indicator 5.22).

e Proportion of households where a child aged less
than 15 years is responsible for water collection
(Indicator 6.03).

¢ Young people's perceptions of safety in their
neighbourhoods (Indicator 6.06).

xxv GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT

Indicators with only modelled data available:
e Anaemia (Indicator 3.09).
e Overweight and obesity (Indicator 3.11).

e DALY rates (all-cause and cause-specific)
(Indicators 3.12, 3.16, 6.01 and 6.02).

e NCD risk factors (binge drinking and tobacco
smoking) (Indicators 3.13 and 3.14).

e Suicide mortality rate (Indicator 3.15).

e Met need for family planning among
adolescents girls aged 15-24 years
(Indicator 3.18).

e Mortality due to maternal disorders among
15-19-year-olds (Indicator 3.21).

e Mortality due to intentional homicide
(Indicator 5.15).

e Mortality due to road traffic accidents
(Indicator 6.07).
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Introduction

Gender equality is critical to the health and
wellbeing of children and adolescents

Asia and the Pacific is home to over half of the UNDER-18-YEAR-OLDS IN EACH
world’s 2.3 billion children and adolescents, aged COUNTRY BY SEX
less than 18 years. They make up almost a third of Dashes () indicate data was not available.

the population in this region (Figure A)." This review
considers the impact of gender inequality on FEMALE
these girls and boys, with the focus of this report

1,648,000 PAPUA NEW GUINEA
being those living in the Pacific sub-region. Other 146,000 FII
reports are available for the Central Asia, East and 131,000 SOLOMON ISLANDS
Southeast Asia, and South Asia. 54,000 VANUATU

41,000 SAMOA
In the Pacific region there are in excess of 4.3 23,000 KIRIBATI
million children and adolescents (2.1 million girls 22,000 TONGA

= COOK ISLANDS
- MARSHALL ISLANDS

and 2.2 million boys) residing in the low- and
middle-income countries (LMICs) Cook Islands,

Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States ] NAURU
- NIUE
of Micronesia (FSM), Niue, Nauru, Palau, Papua
- PALAU

New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau,
Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu. The countries with the
largest under 18 populations are Papua New
Guinea (3.4 million), Fiji (302,000) and the Solomon
Islands (271,000). The proportion of children and
adolescents varies from 34% of the population in
the instance of Fiji, to 46% in the Solomon Islands.
In all countries there are more boys than girls
(Figure A).
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FIGURE A: POPULATION AGED UNDER 18 YEARS INTHE PACIFIC
The map shows the proportion of the population aged under 18 years. The data table reports the number of
under-18-yearolds in each country by sex for countries where data are available. Countries are shaded grey

where this is no data available. (Source: UNPD 2015)

PROPORTION (%)
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20
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Vanuatu  « Ll
Ce Niue
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Significant progress has been made in many
countries towards poverty reduction, child survival
and universal education. However, considerable
challenges remain to ensuring the health and
wellbeing of children and adolescents and to
reduce increasing inequality between and within
countries. A key challenge is achieving gender
equality, which is central to improving outcomes
for girls and boys and is identified as one of

the most fundamental issues for sustainable
development at a regional level.? This is particularly
true for girls, for whom persistent and pervasive
low status and discrimination contribute to poor
health, educational, social and economic outcomes
that extend across the life-course into adulthood
and to the next generation.

Pervasive gender discrimination
contributes to poor health,
education, social and economic
outcomes for girls that extends
across their life-course and to
the next generation.

Governments and development partners across East
and Southeast Asia have committed to respect and
ensure the rights of every child,® and to accelerate
progress towards gender equality. The Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women,* the Fourth World Conference on WWomen
and the Beijing Platform for Action,*® and more
recently the Sustainable Development Goals and
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Agenda 2030 focus efforts around gender equality. ’
Gender equality and women's empowerment is both
a stand-alone goal (SDG 5) and a way to measure
and track progress for women and girls across all
other goals and targets.

Despite these commitments, women and girls
across Asia and the Pacific, continue to face
household, societal, cultural, institutional and
political barriers that violate their rights and limit
their potential.8° A potential barrier to action for
gender equality has been a lack of well-defined
indicators and data so as to enable accountable
policy response. In particular, there is a lack of
understanding of how gender inequality impacts on
the health and wellbeing for children and adolescents
in the region. An understanding of gender equality
early in the life-course is important not only because
this is when disadvantages first emerge, but also
because it is where gender norms are established.™

A lack of well-defined
indicators and data for
accountable policy responses
has been a barrier to ensuring
gender equality for children
and adolescents.




A quantitative
assessment of gender
inequality is needed
to inform policy

and action

Several existing global and regional frameworks
include indicators to measure and monitor
women's and girls" empowerment and gender
equality (see Appendix 1). While many include
some gender indicators specific to children and
adolescents, they do not provide a comprehensive
assessment of gender issues impacting on
children and adolescents.

The need for comprehensive, valid and reliable
gender data to inform policy, enable monitoring,
and ensure accountability has been noted by
governments at a regional level.®# However, to
date there has been limited systematic analysis
of nationally comparable data related to gender
inequality and its impacts on children and
adolescents. While progress has been made to
improve the collection and reporting of gender
data, many gaps still exist. Two thirds of the SDG
indicators relevant to girls are limited or non-
existent.”'? Reported data gaps with respect

to gender include, among others, accurate
information on maternal deaths; data on violence
against women and girls; girls" transition from
education to workforce and what happens to those
who do not enter employment; the gender aspects
of conflict; unmet need for contraception for girls
neither married or in union; adolescent fertility
for girls aged 10-14 years; and girls’ challenges

in managing menstruation.”® Gaps in gender
statistics and indicator frameworks mean that
there are likely to be critical gender issues not
readily visible through currently reported data.
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The need for comprehensive,
valid and reliable gender

data to inform policy, enable
monitoring, and ensure
accountability has been
noted by governments at

a regional level.

Even when data is available, poorly defined
indicators, lack of validated measures, and limited
age and sex disaggregation of data are noted
challenges.' Traditional gender roles can introduce
bias into survey design. For example, in estimating
women's informal economic behaviour and unpaid
activities or when male family members respond
to surveys on behalf of household members.’®To
fully appreciate the impacts of gender inequality
on children and adolescents, there is a need to
conduct a broad and comprehensive review that
encompasses multiple domains of wellbeing,

and identifies issues that are of importance to
both girls and boys. This approach aligns with the
focus of the Sustainable Development Goals on
assessing gender norms, roles and relations and
their impacts at an institutional and societal level.



Approach and Methods

Purpose of this report

The purpose of this report is to review gender
inequality and its impact on children and adolescents
(defined here as below the age of 18 years) in low-
and middle-income countries in the Pacific, as part
of a broader initiative to review gender inequality and
its impact across Asia and the Pacific (including sub-
regions Central Asia, South Asia, East and Southeast
Asia, and the Pacific — see Box A). While the

primary focus is to identify and describe gender
inequality and gender issues that are of critical
importance to girls, the review also identifies
harmful gender norms and roles that impact on boys.
Current data availability means it is not possible to
report on factors affecting gender diverse young
people for the region, which is an important gap both
in the report and in available data.

BOX A: LOW & MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, BY SUBREGION'

Central Asia South Asia

Kazakhstan Afghanistan
Kyrgyzstan Bangladesh
Tajikistan Bhutan
Turkmenistan India
Uzbekistan Maldives
Nepal
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
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East and Pacific
Southeast
Asia Cook Islands

Fiji

; Kiribati

gzm:(’d'a Marshall Islands
DPR Korea Micronesia
Indonesia mlue
Lao PDR P:‘I:Lu
Malaysi
Mz:gcs):?a Papua New Guinea
Myanmar Samoa
Philippines Solomon Islands
Thailand $0kelau
Timor-Leste Tongla
Viet Nam uvalu

Vanuatu



The aim of this work Is to
provide a comprehensive
profile of how gender
inequality impacts children
and adolescents for
countries in each of the
four sub-regions, using
available national-level
quantitative data.

6 GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT

The specific
objectives
are to:

1

2

Identify and define a core
set of gender-relevant
indicators for children and
adolescents in Asia and the
Pacific harmonized with
available data;

Identify and describe the
extent of gender inequality
affecting children and
adolescents in the region;
and

Identify key data and
knowledge gaps relating to
gender inequality in children
and adolescents.
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Scope and overarching principles

This report focuses on children below the age of
18, as defined by UNICEF and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, in fifteen low and middle-
income countries of the Pacific region. This age
range includes several important age groups and
developmental stages including infancy (under
12 months of age), early childhood (0-8 years

of age), and adolescence (10-19 years of age).
For the purposes of this review, persons aged
above 10 but below 18 years are referred to as
‘adolescents’, and those aged less than 10 years
as ‘children’. For many indicators included in this
review, estimates were only available for 15-19
or 15-24-year-olds (youth), and these are
presented as such.

To provide a meaningful picture of the impact

of gender inequality on children and adolescents,
a conceptual framework was developed. Against
this framework, key indicators were then defined,
harmonized with global frameworks and data
availability. This approach allows not only an
assessment of gender inequalities, but also
identification of critical issues where data and
indicators are currently limited.
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The following principles have guided the approach

of the review:

1

This review is an important initial step to determine the
availability of existing data, and to make better use of
available data to identify issues of critical importance.

2

This review is not intended to be an exhaustive, in-depth
analysis of gender issues and their determinants in this
region. This review is limited to analysis of quantitative,
national-level, comparable data that identifies some
gender issues in this region of direct relevance to children
and adolescents. We hope that the identification of these
issues will help inform further analyses around why these
gender inequalities have arisen, and what can be done to
address them.

The review aims to identify and define a core set of
indicators, harmonized with existing indicator frameworks
and data availability, to allow for critical aspects of gender
inequality to be identified, compared across countries and
sub-regions, and described.

4

Data for some countries are limited for many indicators
of interest. To provide as comprehensive a profile as
possible, modelled estimates are used where primary
sourced databases are not available. WWhere included,
modelled data are clearly identified.

In this report we have adopted the pragmatic approach of

drawing national level data from established databases

wherever possible. The reporting of national data may have

masked important gender disparities at a subnational level

and for other social groups. The use of datasets may also

have resulted in some more recent data sources not being

included. Where possible we have aimed to amend this with

the assistance of stakeholders. Further, we have focussed our

analysis on the most recent estimate for each indicator, only

showing trends over time for select indicators.



Conceptual framework

Figure B details the conceptual framework used to guide takes a socio-ecological approach to understanding
indicator selection for this review. This framework was gender inequality and its impacts,” recognising that
defined through a review of the literature and existing gender inequality is a social system that operates at
indicator frameworks (see Appendix 1). In addition, multiple levels to give rise to unequal outcomes between
extensive consultation was undertaken with key sub- girls and boys.

regional, regional and global stakeholders. This framework

FIGURE B: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
This conceptual framework identifies the key domains of gender and gender inequality to be measured for children and
adolescents in this analysis.

DOMAIN 1

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC, ECONOMIC
and POLITICAL CONTEXT

DOMAIN 2

INDICATORS OF HOUSEHOLD, INSTITUTIONAL
AND SOCIETAL GENDER INEQUALITY

OUTCOME DOMAINS

L248249,©

DOMAIN 3 DOMAIN 4 DOMAIN 5 DOMAIN 6

SAFE
ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH

Child health and

development

EDUCATION AND
TRANSITIONTO
EMPLOYMENT

PROTECTION

e Sex preference

e Legal, financial and social * Energy

* \\Vater, sanitation and

Food insecurity and e School participation protection

hygiene
* Mobility

malnutrition Learning outcomes and ¢ Violence and harmful

Adolescent morbidity quality of education practices

and mortality e Conflict and disaster

School environment ® Exploitation

Psychosocial wellbeing Access to information
Sexual and reproductive
health and rights

Health behaviours

Transition to
employment
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Six domains were defined, at two broad levels:

(i) Contextual domains

The first two domains of the framework measure
the broader context in which gender inequality
manifests and is perpetuated. The first domain in the
framework is designed to capture the political, economic
and socio-demographic context in which children live,
and in which unequal gender norms, roles and power
relations influence child outcomes. The second domain
in the framework is designed to capture the gendered
environment in which children live, and is focused on
gender inequality at household, institutional and societal
levels.

(ii) Outcome domains

The remaining four domains relate to how gender
inequality impacts on health and wellbeing at an
individual level: health; education and transition
to employment; protection; and safe environment.
They measure key outcomes for children and
adolescents, as well as critical social and behavioural
determinants of wellbeing across the life-course.
There is intentionally considerable overlap between the
conceptual framework and the goals and targets of the
SDGs (Figure C).

Within each domain, sub-domains were identified
through a review of the literature and existing conceptual
and indicator frameworks (Appendix 1) and based on
extensive consultation with regional stakeholders.
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FIGURE C: INTERSECTION BETWEEN SDGS AND THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
This figure summarises the intersection between the conceptual framework domains and SDGs.

Shaded areas indicate SDG indicators that explicitly address the conceptual framework sub-domains

and proposed indicators for this review.

CONTEXTUAL DOMAINS 1-2

Socio- Gender
economic Inequality Health
Context Context

OUTCOME DOMAINS 3-6

Education and

Employment Protection

Safe
Environment

GOOD
HEALTHAND
WELLBEING

4

QUALITY
EDUCATION

5

GENDER
EQUALITY

6

CLEAN
WATER AND
SANITATION

7

AFFORDABLE
AND CLEAN
ENERGY

8

DECENT
WORKAND
ECONOMIC

GROWTH

9

INDUSTRY,
INNOVATIONAND
INFRASTRUCTURE

10

REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

SUSTAINABLE
CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES

AND PRODUCTION

CLIMATE
CONTROL

14

LIFE BELOW

15

LIFEON
LAND

16

PEACE,
JUSTICE AND
INSTITUTIONS

17

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE
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Indicators to measure gender inequality

For each sub-domain of the conceptual
framework, indicators were selected to
measure gender inequality among children
and adolescents using criteria defined in Box
B. It should be noted that data availability was
an important consideration in defining these
indicators given the aim of this task was to
profile gender inequality as best as possible.
Indicators were defined in consultation with
sub-regional, regional and global stakeholders,
and through a review of existing literature and
frameworks (Appendix 1). The indicators defined
for this analysis are detailed in Table B.

BOX B: CRITERIA USED TO DEFINE INDICATORS
OF GENDER FOR GIRLS AND BOYS.

Adapted from criteria for the SDGs'™'° and
UN Minimum Set of Gender indicators (MSG)™

e Harmonised with existing global and regional
indicator frameworks.

e Conceptually clear, well-defined and

measurable.
e Nationally-comparable.

e Address issues of importance with respect to
gender equality in Asia and the Pacific.

e Policy-relevant.

e Data (including age- and sex-disaggregated
data where applicable) available for countries
in this region.
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Many relevant issues were not included

in the indicator framework due to a lack of
defined indicators and/or lack of age and sex
disaggregated data for this region (Tier Il or

[II SDG indicators). These include: individual-
level indicators of poverty; financial protection;
educational achievement and quality; menstrual
hygiene management; prevalence of disability
and wellbeing of children and adolescents with
disability; sexual and reproductive health of
children aged under 15 years and adolescent
boys; wellbeing of young people with diverse
gender identity and sexual orientation; and the
individual-level impacts of conflic; disaster and

climate change; urbanisation; and food security.

Furthermore, the definition of some indicators
needed to be restricted so as to align with

data availability. For example, the indicator for
adolescent birth rate was initially defined for girls
aged 10-19 years, to align with SDG Indicator
3.7.2. However, data is scarce for 10-14-year olds,
and inclusion potentially introduces substantial
measurement error into estimates. The indicator
was therefore revised to the adolescent birth rate

for 15-19-year-olds to provide better quality data.

Many relevant gender
Issues could not be
assessed because of a lack
of indicators and/or data.



TABLE B: INDICATORS TO IDENTIFY GENDER INEQUALITY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES FOR

GIRLS AND BOYS

This table shows indicators as aligned with domains and sub-domains of the conceptual framework.

The short-label for indicators is also shown. All indicators are disaggregated by sex where possible.

1. SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONTEXT

SUB-DOMAIN

INDICATOR

SHORT LABEL

DEMOGRAPHY

1.01a Population aged under 18 years (in 1,000s), by sex

Population <18y (1,000s)

1.01b Proportion of total population aged under 18 years (%), by sex

Proportion of population <18y (%)

1.01¢ Ratio of girls to boys aged under 18 years

Ratio of girls to boys aged <18y

1.01d Population difference between girls and boys aged under 18 years
(in 1,000s)

Population difference of <18y
(girls — boys, 1,000s)

SOCIOECONOMIC

1.02 Proportion of total population below international poverty line of

Proportion living in poverty,

AND HUMAN $US1.90 per day (%) total population (%)
DEVELOPMENT
1.03 Human Development Index Human Development Index
1.04 Prevalence of severe food insecurity in the total population (%) Prevalence of severe food
insecurity, total population (%)
1.05 Proportion of the population living in urban areas (%) Proportion urban, total
population (%)
1.06 Total annual net migration rate (per 1,000) Migration rate, total population
(per 1,000 annually)
GOVERNMENT 1.07 Government expenditure on health as a percentage of GDP Health expenditure (% GDP)
EXPENDITURE

1.08 Government expenditure on education as percentage of GDP

Education expenditure (% GDP)

2. HOUSEHOLD, INSTITUTIONAL AND SOCIETAL GENDER INEQUALITY

SUB-DOMAIN

INDICATOR

SHORT LABEL

TIME USE AND 2.01 Average number of hours per day spent on unpaid domestic and Unpaid work, 15-49y
DIVISION OF care work among 15-49-year-olds, by sex (hours per day)
LABOUR ) ;
2.02 Average number of hours spent per day on paid and unpaid Total work, 15-49y
domestic work combined among 15-49-year-olds, by sex (hours per day)
2.03 Proportion of households where a person over 15 years of age is Adult collects water for
usually responsible for water collection (%), by sex household, >15y (%)
ACCESS AND 2.04 Average monthly earnings of employees aged 15-49 years ($US), Average monthly earnings,
CONTROL OVER by sex 15-49y ($US)
RESOURCES

2.05 Proportion married/ partnered women, aged 15-49 years, in paid
work, who make decisions about how earnings are used, themselves
or jointly with husband (%)

Married women in paid work
who can decide spending,
15-49y (%)

2.06 Proportion of adults aged over 15 years who own a bank account
(%), by sex

Own bank account, >15y (%)
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INTRA- 2.07 Proportion married/ partnered women, aged 15-49 years, who make | Can decide healthcare, married

HOUSEHOLD decisions about healthcare, themselves or jointly with husband (%) women 15-49y (%)

DECISION- .

MAKING 2.08 Proportion married/ partnered women, aged 15-49 years, who Can (?emde household purchases,
make decisions about major household purchases, themselves or married women 15-49y (%)
jointly with husband (%)

WOMEN'S 2.09a Proportion of seats held by women in the lower house of Proportion lower house seats

PARTICIPATION IN national parliament (%) held by women (%)

PUBLIC LIFE .
2.09b Proportion of seats held by women in the upper house of Proportion upper house seats
national parliament (%) held by women (%)

2.10 Proportion of police officers who are female (%) Proportion of police who are
female (%)

VIOLENCE 2.11 Women who have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by | YWomen experiencing IPV last

AGAINST WOMEN

an intimate partner in last 12 months (%)

12m (%)

2.12 Proportion of 15 to 49-yearolds who think that a husband is justified
to beat his wife for at least one specific reason (%), by sex.

Proportion who think husband is
justified to beat wife, 15-49y (%)

WOMEN'S BODILY

2.13 Legality of abortion - index from 0 (not legal any circumstance) to

Abortion legality index (0-100)

AUTONOMY 100 (legal on request and no restriction)
2.14 Proportion of women of reproductive age, aged 15-49 years, Contraception demand satisfied,
married or in a union, who have their need for family planning satisfied married women 15-49y (%)
with modern methods (%)
2.15 Proportion of women of reproductive age, 15-49 years, married or | Married women who can say no
in a union, who can say no to sex with their husband (%) to sex with husband, 15-49y (%)
ACCESSTO 2.16a Mean years of schooling (ISCED 1 or higher), population aged 25+ | Mean years education, >25y
PUBLIC SPACES years, by sex

AND SERVICES

2.16b Mean years of education in age standardised population
(modelled), by sex

Mean years education, age-
standardised (modelled)

2.17a Percentage of women, aged 15-49 years, attended at least once
during pregnancy by skilled health personnel (doctor, nurse or midwife)

One antenatal visit, 15-49y (%)

2.17b Percentage of women, aged 15-49 years, attended at least four
times during pregnancy by skilled health personnel (doctor, nurse or
midwife)

Four antenatal visits, 15-49y (%)

2.18 Proportion of married/partnered women, aged 15-49 years, who
make decisions about visiting family/friends themselves or jointly with
husband (%)

Married women make decisions
visiting family or friends, 15-49y
(%)

INSTITUTIONAL
MECHANISMS FOR
THE ADVANCEMEN
OF WOMEN AND
GENDER EQUALITY

2.19 Existence of national legislation that explicitly criminalises marital
rape (yes=1, no=0)

Marital rape criminalised
(yes=1, no=0).

2.20a Social Institutions Gender Index score (lower score indicates
lower discrimination of women)

Social Institutions Gender Index
(lower score is better)

2.20b Social Institutions Gender Index, categories indicating level of
discrimination

Social Institutions Gender Index,
categories

GENDER GAP
IN HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

2.21 Gender Development Index (score of 1 indicates parity between
males and females in the human development index)

Gender Development Index
(higher score better)

2.22 Gender Inequality Index (lower scores indicate less inequality
between males and females)

Gender Inequality Index
(lower score better)

2.23 Global Gender Gap Index (score of 1 indicates parity between
males and females)

Global Gender Gap Index
(higher score better)
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3. HEALTH

SUB-DOMAIN

INDICATOR

SHORT LABEL

CHILD
HEALTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

3.01 Number of deaths of children under 5 years of age per 1,000 live
births, by sex

Deaths in <by per 1,000 births

3.02 Expected to estimated mortality rate for females under 5 years of
age

Expected : estimated mortality
for females <5y

3.03 Proportion of children, aged 12-23 months, who have received all
basic vaccinations (BCG, MCV1, DTP3, Polio3) (%), by sex

Vaccine coverage (all) in 2y (%)

3.04 Proportion of children, aged 12-23 months, who have received BCG
(%), by sex

Vaccine coverage (BCG) in 2y (%)

3.05 Proportion of children, aged 12-23 months, who have received MCV1
(%), by sex

Vaccine coverage (Measles) in
2y (%)

3.06 Proportion of children under 5 years of age with fever in the last two
weeks for whom advice or treatment was sought from a health facility or
provider (%), by sex

Care seeking for fever in <5y (%)

3.07 Proportion of children, aged 0-569 months, left alone or in the care of
another child younger than 10 years of age for more than one hour at least
once in the past week (%), by sex

Inadequate supervision of child,
0-59m (%)

FOOD SECURITY
AND NUTRITION

3.08 Proportion of children under 5 years of age with stunting (<-2 SD
from median height for age) (%), by sex

Stunting in <5 year olds (%)

3.09a Prevalence of anaemia for 0-19-yearolds (based on WWHO age and
sex specific haemoglobin thresholds) (%), by sex

Anaemia 0-19y (%)

3.09b Prevalence of anaemia for 0-4-yearolds (based on WHO age and
sex specific haemoglobin thresholds)(%), by sex

Anaemia 0-4y (%)

3.09¢ Prevalence of anaemia for 5-9-yearolds (based on WHO age and sex
specific haemoglobin thresholds) (%), by sex

Anaemia 5-9y (%)

3.09d Prevalence of anaemia for 10-14-yearolds (based on WHO age and
sex specific haemoglobin thresholds) (%), by sex

Anaemia 10-14y (%)

3.09e Prevalence of anaemia for 15-19-yearolds (based on VWWHO age and
sex specific haemoglobin thresholds) (%), by sex

Anaemia 15-19y (%)

3.10 Prevalence of thinness among 5-19-year-olds (BMI < -2 standard
deviations below the median of reference population) (%), by sex

Thinness 5-19y (%)

3.11 Prevalence of overweight among 5-19-yearolds (BMI > +1 standard
deviations above the median) (%), by sex

Overweight 5-19y (%)

ADOLESCENT 3.12a DALY rate due to all causes amongst 10-19-year-olds (DALYs per Total DALY's per 100,000 in 10-19y
MORBIDITY AND 100,000), by sex
MORTALITY
3.12b DALY rate due to communicable, maternal and nutritional disease Group 1 DALYs per 100,000 in
amongst 10-19-yearolds (DALYs per 100,000), by sex 10-19y
3.12¢ DALY rate due to injuries amongst 10-19-yearolds (DALY per Injury DALYs per 100,000 in
100,000), by sex 10-19y
3.12d DALY rate due to NCDs amongst 10-19-yearolds (DALYs per NCD DALYs per 100,000 in 10-19y
100,000), by sex
HEALTH 3.13 Proportion of 15-19-yearolds who report an episode of binge drinking | Binge drinking, 15-19y (%)
BEHAVIOURS (>48g females, 60g males) in the last 12 months (%), by sex

3.14 Prevalence of daily tobacco smoking among 10-19-year-olds (%), by
sex

Daily tobacco smoking, 10-19y
(%)

1 5 GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT




PSYCHOSOCIAL 3.15 Suicide mortality rate among 10-19-yearolds (deaths due to Suicide mortality per 100,000 in

WELLBEING intentional self-harm per 100,000 population per year), by sex 10-19y
3.16 DALY rate due to mental disorder among 10-19-yearolds (DALYs per Mental disorder DALYs per
100,000), by sex 100,000 in 10-19y
3.17 Proportion of 13-17-yearolds who report being so worried about Significant worry last 12m in

something that they could not sleep at night most of the time or always in 13-17y (%)
the past 12 months (%), by sex

SEXUAL AND 3.18a Demand for contraceptives satisfied with a modern method in Demand for modern contracep-

REPRODUCTIVE females 15-24 years of age (%) tion satisfied 15-24y (%)

HEALTH AND

RIGHTS 3.18b Demand for family planning satisfied with modern methods in Demand family planning satisfied
females 15-19 years of age (%) 15-19y (%)

3.19 Proportion of females, 15-19 years of age, married/partnered who can | Married 15-19y females can
say no to sex with their husband/partner (%) refuse sex (%)

3.20a Number of live births per 1,000 females aged 15-19 years (SOWC) AFR 15-19y per 1,000 (measured)

3.20b Number of live births per 1,000 females aged 15-19 years (GBD) AFR 15-19y per 1,000 (modelled)
3.21 Mortality rate due to maternal disorders among 15-19-year-olds Maternal mortality rate per
(deaths per 100,000) 100,000 in 15-19y

3.22a Annual number of new cases of HIV in adolescents aged 15-19 New cases HIV in 15-19y

years, by sex

3.22b.1 HIV prevalence in sex workers under 25 years of age (%) HIV in sex workers <25y (%)

3.22b.2 HIV prevalence in men who have sex with men under 25 years of | HIV in MSM <25y (%)

age (%)

3.22b.3 HIV prevalence in transgender people under 25 years of age (%) HIV in transgender people
<25y (%)

3.22b.4 HIV prevalence in injecting drug users under 25 years of age (%) HIV in injecting drug users
<25y (%)

3.23 Proportion of 15-19-yearolds with comprehensive knowledge of HIV Comprehensive knowledge of

(%), by sex HIV in 15-19y (%)

3.24 Existence of a national HPV vaccination program Existence of HPV program
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4. EDUCATION AND TRANSITIONTO EMPLOYMENT

SUB-DOMAIN

SCHOOL
PARTICIPATION

INDICATOR SHORT LABEL

4.01a Adjusted net attendance ratio: primary school (number of children
attending primary or secondary school who are of official primary school age,
divided by number of children of primary school age) (%), by sex

Adjusted net attendance ratio,
primary school (%)

4.01b Adjusted net attendance ratio: lower secondary school (number of
children attending lower secondary or tertiary school who are of official lower
secondary school age, divided by number of children of lower secondary
school age) (%), by sex

Adjusted net attendance ratio,
lower secondary school (%)

4.01¢ Adjusted net attendance ratio: upper secondary school (number of
children attending upper secondary or tertiary school who are of official upper
secondary school age, divided by number of children of upper secondary
school age) (%), by sex

Adjusted net attendance ratio,
upper secondary school (%)

4.02a Completion rate for primary school (household survey data) (%), by sex

Completion rate, primary school
(%)

4.02b Completion rate for lower secondary school (household survey data)
(%), by sex

Completion rate, lower second-
ary school (%)

4.02¢ Completion rate for upper secondary school (household survey data)
(%), by sex

Completion rate, upper second-
ary school (%)

4.03a Proportion not in school: primary school (number of children of primary
school age who are not enrolled in primary or secondary school, as a propor
tion of primary school aged children) (%), by sex

Not in school, primary school (%)

4.03b Proportion not in school: lower secondary school (number of children
of lower secondary school age who are not enrolled in secondary school, as a
proportion of lower secondary school aged children) (%), by sex

Not in school, lower secondary
school (%)

4.03c Proportion not in school: upper secondary (using household survey data)
(%), by sex

Not in school, upper secondary
school (%)

4.04 Pre-primary education: Number of children enrolled in pre-primary school
(regardless of age) as a proportion of all children of pre-primary school age (%),
by sex

Pre-primary school enrolment
%)

LEARNING 4.05 Proportion of 15-24-yearolds who are literate (%), by sex Youth literacy, 15-24y (%)
OUTCOMES AND
gg@é%ool\f 4.06a Proportion of primary schools that provide life skills-based HIV and Primary schools teaching sex
sexuality education (%) education (%)
4.06b Proportion of lower secondary schools that provide life skills-based Lower secondary schools
HIV and sexuality education (%) teaching sex education (%)
4.06¢ Proportion of upper secondary schools that provide life skills-based Upper secondary schools
HIV and sexuality education (%) teaching sex education (%)
SCHOOL 4.07a Proportion of primary school teachers who are female (%) Female primary school

ENVIRONMENT

teachers (%)

4.07b Proportion of lower secondary school teachers who are female (%)

Female lower secondary
teachers (%)

4.07c Proportion of upper secondary school teachers who are female (%)

Female lower secondary
teachers (%)

4.08 Proportion of schools with basic sanitation facilities (improved, sin-
gle-sex and usable) (%)

Schools with basic sanitation
facilities (%)

ACCESS 4.09 Proportion of adolescents, aged 15-19 years, who own a mobile phone (%), by Mobile phone ownership, 15-19y
TO DIGITAL sex (%)
INFORMATION
4.10 Proportion of adolescents, aged 15-19 years, who used the internet Internet used last 12mth, 15-
in the last 12 months (%), by sex 19y (%)
4.11 Proportion of adolescents, aged 15-19 years, with access to information media Weekly access to information
(newspaper, TV or radio) at least once a week (%), by sex media, 15-19y (%)
TRANSITIONTO 4.12 Proportion of youth, aged 1524 years, not in education, employment or training Not in education, employment or
EMPLOYMENT (%), by sex training, 1524y (%)

4.13 Proportion of youth, aged 1524 years, currently unemployed as a percent of the
total number of employed and unemployed persons (the labour force) (%), by sex

Proportion of labour force
unemployed, 1524y (%)

4.14 Proportion of employed persons, aged 1524 years, in the informal sector (%)

Proportion employed in informal
sector, 1524y (%)
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5. PROTECTION

SUB-DOMAIN

INDICATOR

SHORT LABEL

SEX PREFERENCE 5.01 Sexratio at birth (number of male births per one female birth) Sex ratio at birth (male : female)
5.02 Infant mortality rate (probability of dying between birth and exactly Infant mortality rate (per 1,000
1-yearof-age, expressed per 1,000 live births), by sex births)

5.03 Expected to estimated female infant mortality rate ratio (ratio less Expected to estimated female
than 1 suggests excess female infant mortality) infant mortality ratio

LEGAL, FINANCIAL | 5.04 Proportion of children under five years whose birth has been regis- Birth registration in <5y (%)

AND SOCIAL tered with a civil authority (%), by sex

PROTECTION : ) ) : ) : : . T :
5.05 Proportion of children aged 0-17 years who live with neither biolog- | Children not living with biological
ical parent (%), by sex parent, 0-17y (%)
5.06a Child marriage: proportion of 20-24-year-olds who were married Child marriage <15y (%)
before 15 years (%), by sex
5.06b Child marriage: proportion of 20-24-year-olds who were married Child marriage <18y (%)
by 18 years (%), by sex
5.07 Legal age of consent to intercourse (heterosexual), by sex Age of consent for heterosexual

intercourse
5.08 Legal age of consent to marriage, by sex Legal age of consent to marriage
5.09 Legal age of consent to same-sex intercourse, by sex Age of consent for same-sex
intercourse
5.10 Proportion of youth, aged 15-24 years, who have their own bank Bank account ownership, 15-24y
account (%), by sex (%)

VIOLENCE 5.11a Proportion of ever partnered females aged 15-19 years who have Physical intimate partner violence

AND HARMFUL experienced intimate partner violence in the last 12 months — physical (%) in last 12m, 15-19y (%)

PRACTICES . o : :
5.11b Proportion of ever partnered females, aged 15-19 years, who have Sexual intimate partner violence in
experienced intimate partner violence in the last 12 months — sexual (%) last 12m, 15-19y (%)
5.11¢ Proportion of ever partnered females, aged 15-19 years, who have | Physical and/or sexual intimate
experienced intimate partner violence in the last 12 months — physical partner violence in last 12m, 15-
and/or sexual (%) 19y (%)
5.12 Proportion of females, aged 20-24 years, who experienced forced Females aged 20-24y experiencing
sex by 18 years of age (%) forced sex before 18y (%)
5.13 Proportion of adolescents, aged 15-19 years, who think that a Adolescents 15-19y who think
husband/partner is justified in hitting or beating his wife or partner under | husband is justified to beat wife
certain circumstances, by sex (%)
5.14 Proportion of children, aged 1-14 years, who experience violent Children experiencing violent
discipline (psychological aggression and/or physical punishment) from a discipline, 1-14y (%)
caregiver (%), by sex
5.15 Mortality rate due to intentional homicide among 10-19-year-olds Homicide mortality, 10-19y (per
(deaths per 100,000), by sex 100,000)
5.16 Proportion of 13-17-yearolds who report experiencing bullying in Bullying last month, 13-17y (%)
the past 30 days (%), by sex
5.17 Proportion of adolescents, aged 15-19 years, who report having Discriminated against because
personally felt discriminated against or harassed in the previous 12 of gender or sexual orientation,
months due to (a)gender or (b) sexual orientation 15-19y (%)
5.18 Prevalence of female genital mutilation / cutting among girls aged FGM/C, 0-14y (%)
0-14 years (%)

EXPLOITATION 5.19 Number of detected trafficked children under 18 years of age, by sex Number of detected trafficked

children <18y

5.20 Proportion of children, aged 5-17 years, engaged in child labour Child labour, 5-17y (%)
(%), by sex
5.21 Proportion of children, aged 5-17 years, engaged in child labour Hazardous work amongst those in
who are in hazardous work (%), by sex child labour (%)
5.22 Average number of hours, children aged 5-14 years, spend per Hours per week spent on chores,
forming household chores per week, by sex 5-14y

1 8 GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT




6. SAFE ENVIRONMENT

SUB-DOMAIN

INDICATOR

SHORT LABEL

ENERGY 6.01a DALYs due to household air pollution in under 5-yearolds (DALYs | Household air pollution, <5y
per 100,000), by sex (DALYs per 100,000)
6.01b DALYs due to household air pollution in 5-9-yearolds (DALYs per Household air pollution, 5-9y
100,000), by sex (DALY per 100,000)
6.01c DALYs due to household air pollution in 10-14-yearolds (DALYs Household air pollution, 10-14y
per 100,000), by sex (DALYs per 100,000)
6.01d DALYs due to household air pollution in 15-19-year-olds (DALYs Household air pollution, 15-19y
per 100,000), by sex (DALYs per 100,000)
WATER, 6.02 Proportion of schools with improved sanitation facilities that are Schools with improved sanitation
SANITATION AND single-sex and usable (available, functional and private) (%) facilities (%)
HYGIENE
6.03a DALYs due to unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene in under Water, sanitation and hygiene,
5-yearolds (DALYs per 100,000), by sex <5y (DALYs per 100,000)
6.03b DALYs due to unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene in 5-9-year Water, sanitation and hygiene,
olds (DALYs per 100,000), by sex 5-9y (DALYs per 100,000)
6.03c DALYs due to unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene in 10-14-year | \Water, sanitation and hygiene,
olds (DALYs per 100,000), by sex 10-14y (DALYs per 100,000)
6.03d DALYs due to unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene in 15-19-year | \Water, sanitation and hygiene,
olds (DALYs per 100,000), by sex 15-19y (DALYs per 100,000)
6.04 Proportion of households where a person under 15 years of age Child collects water for house-
is usually responsible for water collection (%), by sex hold, <15y (%)
MOBILITY 6.05a Number of international migrants aged under 20 years of age International migrants <20y,
(1,000s), by sex (count in 1,000s)
6.05b Proportion of population who are international migrants aged International migrants <20y,
under 20 years of age (%), by sex (population %)
6.06 Proportion of married/partnered females, aged 15-19 years, who Married females make decisions
make decisions about visiting family/friends themselves or jointly with visiting family or friends,
husband (%) 15-19y (%)
6.07 Proportion of 15-19-yearolds who feel safe walking around their Feel safe walking at night,
neighbourhood after dark (%), by sex 15-19y (%)
6.08 Mortality due to road traffic accidents among 10-19-yearolds Road traffic mortality, 10-19y,
(deaths due to road traffic injuries per 100,000), by sex (deaths per 100,000)
CONFLICT AND 6.09 Number of refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced, Refugees, displaced and
DISASTER stateless or other persons of concern aged under 18 years of age stateless persons, <18y (1,000)

(thousands), by sex
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Populating indicators with data

Data was sourced and selected using the following principles:

Data sources:

® Where possible, indicators were populated using data available from global and regional databases
(encompassing population and household surveys and administrative data) including those of UNICEF,
UNDP, UN DESA, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNODC, UNPD, UNSD, World Bank, WHO, UNAIDS,
FAO, ILO, and ITU (see Appendix 2 for list in full).

® Where age and/or sex-disaggregated data were not available from existing databases, data was
sought from the relevant national-level surveys, such as the DHS, MICS, household census, and labour
force survey, and GSHS.

® National-level surveys were prioritised over administrative data as they are more likely to be complete
and produce representative estimates and have less biases.

® Where primary data were of limited coverage or quality, modelled data were used to populate
indicators. These modelled data were sourced from the IHME and Global Burden of Disease study and
clearly identified in tables and reports.

Data selection:

® Asingle estimate (best quality most recent data) was selected for each indicator, age and sex
disaggregated where applicable.

® Data for years prior to 2010 was excluded.

®  While the focus of this review is on 0-17-year-olds, for many indicators estimates were only available
for 15-19 or 15-24 year age bands and where relevant these have been reported.

Estimates were reported as defined in the indicator (typically prevalence rates). Where relevant, we also report
the ‘ratio’ of outcomes in females divided by outcomes in males. A ratio of greater than 1 suggests that the
outcome is greater in females, less than 1 that it is more common in males. Standard errors for estimates
were not available in global datasets and we were not able to calculate confidence intervals.

We reported estimates for all indicators relating to the context and key determinants of gender inequality.
For indicators relating to child and adolescent wellbeing, we report the rate ratio of outcomes for females
compared to males. Where inequality in outcomes existed (rate ratio either greater or less than 1), we then
report specific estimates in this report.

Case studies

In addition to the quantitative data reported, illustrative case studies are included to contextualise findings,
address topics where the review has identified data gaps, and highlight key linkages between inequalities.
Case studies include both quantitative and qualitative data, including data from relevant studies and reports.
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Findings:

Context and key determinants of gender inequality

Unequal status and outcomes between girls and boys

result from structural gender inequality operating beyond

the individual level. Domain 1 focuses on broad structural
factors including demography and level of development to
provide an important context in which gender inequality
operates and is perpetuated. Domain 2 then focuses on
indicators of gender inequality at a population level, likely
determinants of gender inequality as experienced by children
and adolescents, the focus of Domains 3-6.
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Socio-demographic,
economic and
political context

This first domain captures the political, economic and socio-demographic context in which
children and adolescents live. It includes data on adults, adolescents and children and describes
societal factors which can contribute to gender inequality and girls’ and boys' differing health
and wellbeing outcomes.

Data availability

The data for the socio-demographic, economic and political context was sourced from United Nations
Development Programme, United Nations Population Division, World Health Organisation and World Bank data
sets (indicators and data sources are summarised in Table 1.1). The availability of data was inconsistent across
indicators. Indicators relating to health expenditure and urban living had relatively good data coverage. No data
was available for the prevalence of severe food insecurity (Indicator 1.04). Notably, data was available for only

a small number of indicators for seven of the less populated countries in the region (Cook Islands, Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Tuvalu, and Tokelau).

TABLE 1.1: INDICATORS OF SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONTEXT AND
DATA SOURCES.

Data sources are shaded as blue (compiled dataset, such as UNICEF SOWC), green (primary survey
data such as MICS) or amber (modelled dataset, such as Global Burden of Disease). The table is
shaded dark grey where data are not available.

COOK ISLANDS

MARSHALL ISLANDS
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
SOLOMON ISLANDS

FIJI

FSM
KIRIBATI
NAURU
NIUE
PALAU
SAMOA
TOKELAU
TONGA
TUVALU
VANUATU

Population <18y (1,000s) 1.01a
Proportion of population <18y (%) 1.01b

Ratio of girls to boys aged <18y 1.01c

Demography

Population difference of <18y (girls - boys, 1,000s) 1.01d

Proportion living in poverty, total population (%) 1.02
Human Development Index 1.03

Prevalence of severe food insecurity, total population (%) 1.04

Development

Proportion urban, total population (%) 1.05

Migration rate, total population (per 1,000 annually) 1.06

Health expenditure (% GDP) 1.07

Govt.
expenditure

Education expenditure (% GDP) 1.08
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Detailed findings
across indicators

It should be noted that indicators in this domain
describe the context in which gender inequality
exists; many indicators in this domain are not

disaggregated by sex.

Demography
(Indicators 1.01a — 1.01d)

There are an estimated of 4.3 million children

and adolescents (2.1 million girls and 2.2 million
boys) living in the Pacific, representing between
one third and one half of national populations
(Figure 1.1). Data on population size is available for
eight countries. In each country where data are
available there are fewer girls, aged 0-17 years,
compared with boys. In Vanuatu, the gender
proportional differences are most substantial. Girls
represent 47.8% of all 0-17-year-olds, equating

to approximately 5000 fewer girls than boys

in Vanuatu (Figure 1.1). The magnitude of the
difference is greatest in Papua New Guinea and Fiji
where there are respectively 110,000 and 10,000
fewer girls. It is unclear to what extent this is due
to differences in sex ratios at birth and excess
mortality among girls under 5, compared with
gender differences in migration patterns. These
issues are discussed further in Domains 3 to 6.

In each Pacific country there
are fewer girls below the age
of 18 years than boys.




FIGURE 1.1: RATIO OF GIRLS TO BOYS AGED UNDER 18 YEARS

This map shows the ratio of females to males aged under 18 years, with a ratio less than 1 indicating
less female than males. Data are unavailable for Cook Islands, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue and Palau.
Data source: UNPD.
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Socioeconomic and human development
(Indicators 1.02 — 1.06)

Countries in the Pacific vary in their level of development, as measured by the Human Development
Index (HDI). The HDI includes three dimensions: health as measured by life expectancy at birth;
education as measured by mean years of schooling for adults aged over 25 years and expected years
of schooling for children of school entering age; and standard of living as measured by gross national
income per capita. In the Pacific, the HDI ranges from 0.54 (Papua New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands) to relatively high levels of development, such as that seen in Palau (0.80).

FIGURE 1.2: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX

This graph shows the Human Development Index (HDI) for each country in the region (Indicator 1.03). The HDI
includes three dimensions: health as measured by life expectancy at birth; education as measured by mean
years of schooling for adults aged over 25 years and expected years of schooling for children of school entering
age; and standard of living as measured by gross national income per capita. The HDI is expressed from 0 to 1,
with higher values signifying a higher level of human development.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA SOLOMON ISLANDS VANUATU KIRIBATI FSM
0.54 0.55 0.60 ’ 0.61 ’ 0.63 ’
MARSHALL ISLANDS SAMOA TONGA FIJI PALAU

0.71 ’ 0.71 ’ 0.73 } ‘ 0.74 ) ‘ 0.80 )

INDICATOR 1.03
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Only three Pacific countries have data regarding
the proportion of the national population living
below the international poverty line (Indicator
1.02). The Federated States of Micronesia and
Vanuatu have similar levels of the poverty with
17% and 15% of their populations living below
the poverty line (Figure 1.3). By comparison, only
3% of the Tuvalu population lives in poverty. Data
on food security are unavailable for the Pacific.
Where it exists, women and girls generally bear

FIGURE 1.3: POVERTY

This graph reports country level estimates for the
proportion living below the international poverty line
of $US1.90 per day (Indicator 1.02, data sourced
from UNICEF 2015).

POPULATION PERCENT (%)

INDICATOR 1.02: PROPORTION
LIVING IN POVERTY, TOTAL
POPULATION (%)
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a disproportionate burden from poverty and

food insecurity.?’ In households living below the
international poverty, line women and girls are
often disadvantaged in their access to household
resources, including food and nutrition,?'?? as
well as the productive resources of education,
employment, land and credit. Food insecurity also
makes it difficult for women to fulfil roles in food
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There is substantial variation across the region in
the proportion of the population living in urban
centres (Figure 1.4(A)), with the highest levels in
Nauru (100%) and Palau (88%) and the lowest

in Papua New Guinea (13%). The very high rates
of urban living in some countries likely reflect

the impact of urban development in small island
states with relatively small populations by regional
standards, rather than urban migration. However,
in countries where urban migration does occur,

this has implications for gender roles and relations.

Urbanisation can be associated with increased

FIGURE 1.4(A): URBANISATION

education and economic opportunities for women
and girls and relaxation of sociocultural restrictions.
This may change gender socialisation of children
and adolescents as they see more non-traditional
gender roles, with women and mothers making
paid economic contributions to the household,
possibly associated with greater decision-making
power. In addition, the ability of urban parents and
communities to monitor and enforce behaviour
may be more limited.?

This graph reports the proportion of the population living in urban areas (Indicator 1.05).

Data sourced from UNPD 2016.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA SAMOA
» N
13% 19%
VANUATU NIUE
26% 43%

MARSHALL ISLANDS

73% 75%

KIRIBATI

COOK ISLANDS PALAU

88% 100%

SOLOMON ISLANDS TONGA
23% 24%
FlJI TUVALU
54% 61%
NAURU

INDICATOR 1.05: PROPORTION URBAN, TOTAL POPULATION (%)

27 GENDER COUNTS | PACIFIC REPORT



The relationship between urbanisation and gender
equality is not straightforward. Women and

men often do not benefit equally as a result of
urbanisation, including in access to work, housing
security, financial assets, access to health and
social services and personal security.?*?® Urban
migration, including economic migration between
countries, can fragment established support
networks, particularly support available for care
work. Women in urban centres may therefore be
more likely to bear a double burden of paid work,
and unpaid care and domestic work. For women
living in rural areas, established social networks
can operate to perpetuate gender norms and
roles that disadvantage women and girls. Further,
women participating in the agricultural workforce
can also suffer from the double burden of paid
work on the land and unpaid work in the home.

The majority of countries in the Pacific see net
out migration, with the exception of Vanuatu

FIGURE 1.4(B): MIGRATION

(Figure 1.4(B)). Population changes are greatest

in the Federated States of Micronesia (-16 per
1,000), Tonga (-15 per 1,000) and Samoa (-13 per
1,000). As with urban migration, this migration
has potential for fragmenting social support
networks — in both the country of origin as well as
the destination country - leading to an increased
burden of domestic and child care.

Migration fragments support
networks and increases the
burden of domestic and child
care work that typically falls
on women and girls.

This graph reports the migration rate (per 1,000 annually) for the Pacific region (Indicator 1.06).

Data sourced from UNPD 2016.
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INDICATOR 1.06: TOTAL ANNUAL NET MIGRATION RATE (PER 1,000)
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Government expenditure
(Indicators 1.07 — 1.08)

Public spending on health and education varies
considerably across the region but is lower than
the global average for most countries other than
Tuvalu and Marshall Islands (Figure 1.5). Health
expenditure in particular is lower than global average,
with Fiji and Niue spending only 2% of GDP. Low
public spending on human capital increases the
importance of household-level decisions about
resource allocation towards health, nutrition and
