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MESSAGE

 Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) remain to be among the diseases with public health 
significance especially in the marginalized and poor population, who may avoid or postpone the 
seeking of health care as the disease is largely associated with stigma and discrimination. Due to 
this, most STI cases remain undiagnosed and unreported to health authorities which makes scal-
ing up of prevention and control initiatives very difficult. Sequelae of undiagnosed and untreated 
STI are encompassing. Mental and social (oftentimes violence) issues accompany STI diagnosis 
on top of equally important medical and physical complications like premature labor, abortion, 
permanent damage to organs of both mothers and babies born to mothers with STI.

 In consonance with the objective of Universal Health Care to achieve better health for all 
Filipinos, the Department of Health intensifies its efforts for faster and earlier results towards 
the attainment of the health related MDGs. Focus is given to the reduction of maternal and child 
mortality and the prevalence of HIV/AIDS. As STI affects the health of the mother and babies 
and often times are associated with HIV, it is imperative that the DOH provides guidelines on the 
Management of STI in Pregnancy. This document synchronizes diagnosis and management of 
STI among frontline health facilities regardless of laboratory capacity. I urge everyone to support 
the implementation of this operational guide to contribute to better health of our mothers and 
children.
 
Mabuhay tayong lahat!

        ENRIQUE T. ONA,MD,FPCS,FACS
          Secretary of Health
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ACRONYMS

AIDS            Acquired Immune - Deficiency Syndrome 
ANC            Antenatal care 
AO            Administrative order 
BEmONC           Basic emergency obstetric and newborn care 
CEmONC           Comprehensive emergency obstetric and newborn care 
DOH            Department of Health 
EDC            Expected date of confinement 
FHSIS            Field Health Service Information System 
HIV            Human immunodeficiency virus 
MARP            Most at-risk populations 
MCH            Maternal and Child health 
MCP             Maternity Care Package of PhilHealth 
MDG            Millennium Development Goals  
NASPCP           National AIDS/STI Prevention and Control Program 
NCDPC           National Center for Disease Prevention and Control 
NEC            National Epidemiology Center 
NSD            Normal Spontaneous Delivery 
RA            Risk Assessment 
RPR            Rapid Plasma Reagin 
SSESS                    Sentinel STI Etiologic Surveillance System 
SHC            Social Hygiene Clinic 
STI            Sexually Transmitted Infection  
TPHA            Treponema Pallidum Hemagglutination  
TPPA            Treponema Pallidum Particle Agglutination  
VDRL            Venereal Disease Research Laboratory 
WHO            World Health Organization    
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