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Number of annual reported cases remained high in 2017 

The first case of HIV infection in Hong Kong was reported in 1984. As of 2017, the Department of Health has received 
a cumulative total of 9,091 reports of HIV infection and 1,857 AIDS cases under the voluntary and anonymous 
HIV/AIDS reporting system (Fig. 1). The number of HIV reports in 2017 was 681, 2% decrease compared to the 692 
cases in 2016. People infected with HIV progress to AIDS when they suffer from clinical complications of severe 
immunodeficiency due to HIV. In 2017, 91 AIDS reports were received. The most common illnesses presenting at AIDS 
were Pneumocystis pneumonia and tuberculosis.  

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
AIDS 0 3 0 6 7 17 13 14 14 19 37 45 70 64 63 61 67 60 53 56 49 64 73 79 96 76 79 82 86 84 108 110 111 91

HIV 7 46 20 33 28 38 34 60 71 79 104 122 134 181 189 213 183 213 260 229 268 313 373 414 435 396 389 438 513 559 651 725 692 681

HIV cumulative 7 53 73 106 134 172 206 266 337 416 520 642 776 957 1146 1359 1542 1755 2015 2244 2512 2825 3198 3612 4047 4443 4832 5270 5783 6342 6993 7718 8410 9091

AIDS cumulative 0 3 3 9 16 33 46 60 74 93 130 175 245 309 372 433 500 560 613 669 718 782 855 934 1030 1106 1185 1267 1353 1437 1545 1655 1766 1857
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*AIDS cases are included in the HIV cases

Fig 1. HIV and AIDS reports (1984-2017) 
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Most infections were in young adult, male and Chinese 

A majority of the HIV reports in 2017 are male (87%) and Chinese (77%). Most (82%) infected people were diagnosed 
at the age between 20 and 49 (Fig.2-4).  
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Fig 2. HIV reports by gender 
(2017) 
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Fig 3. HIV reports by ethnicity 
(2017) 
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Fig 4. HIV reports by gender and age (2017) 

Female

Male

Sexual contact remained the major route of transmission for HIV 

Sexual contact contributed to around 84% of all reported HIV 
cases in 2017 (homosexual 55.8%, heterosexual 17.3%, 
bisexual 10.9%). (Fig 5). There were 6 cases of infection via 
injecting drug use (IDU), one case transmitted via blood/blood 
product infusion outside Hong Kong and 3 cases were reported 
to have been transmitted via perinatal route in 2017.  14.5% 
of cases in 2017 did not have risk factor ascertained due to 
inadequate information.   
Note: The percentage may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 
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Fig 5. Suspected route of HIV transmission 
(2017) 
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Most of the cases were infected locally 

In 2017, over half (63%) of reported cases were assessed 
to have contracted the virus in Hong Kong, 12% in Mainland 
China and 8% in other places respectively. 17% did not 
have the place of infection ascertained due to inadequate 
information (Figure 6). In 2017, a majority of MSM cases 
(77%) contracted the virus in Hong Kong (Fig 7) as 
compared to just more than half (56%) of heterosexual 
male cases. (Fig 8). 
Note: The percentage may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 
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Fig 7. Suspected place of infection among MSM 
cases (2017) 
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Fig 6. Suspected place of infection (2017) 
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Fig 8. Suspected place of infection 
Heterosexual male cases (2017) 

The major concern was a persistent high proportion of new infections among men who have sex with
 

men (MSM) 
  

A continuously rising trend of HIV infection among
 

MSM was observed since 2004, which then
persistent ly predominated a high proportion of new
infections. The number was 454 in 2017.  In 2017,  
homosexual and bisexual contacts as route of
transmissio n contributed to 67% of all HIV reported 
cases and  77% in all male cases in 2017.  The 
number of HIV reports from MSM has been 

 
persistently higher than that from heterosexual men
since 200 5, and the trend continue to widen in the
past few years (Fig. 9). In contrast, heterosexual male  
cases showed a decreasing proportion in past few

 years (10% of all male cases in 2017). 
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Fig 9. HIV reports in heterosexual men and MSM 
(2008-2017) 
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 One in every 8,230 new blood donors was tested HIV positive 
 One in every 6,929 pregnant women attending public antenatal services was tested HIV positive  
 One in every 233 attendees in STD clinics was tested HIV positive 
 One in every 120 users in methadone clinics was tested HIV positive 

 

Other publications on HIV/AIDS situation in Hong Kong, such as 

Annual HIV Surveillance Report, Quarterly STD/AIDS Update are 

available at http://www.aids.gov.hk  
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